
Action Against Hunger - India 



“At Action Against Hunger India, our advocacy approaches & interventions 
are based on concrete evidence and tailored suited to the needs…

… right from influencing policies, creating evidence, research, 
documentation and raising the voices for the least heard, we mobilize 

resources for optimum impacts…

…in order to put an end to hunger and eradicate malnutrition… 



WE-

Dr. Basanta Kar, CEO, CFNS speaking at the first
ever National level Media Workshop on Nutrition
in New Delhi

Ms. Vinita Ved Shingal, Principal Secretary- WCD,
Govt. of Maharashtra, asking a direct question to
Shri. Naveen Jain, Secretary-Health, Govt. of
Rajasthan during the Stakeholders’ Consultation on
Nutrition in Mumbai

AAH/FHF represented in the Consultation-
Mission Malnutrition Free India 2022 in New
Delhi on 19th September 2017

Workshop on Nutrition organized in Dungarpur for
Policymakers & Influencers



EVIDENCE PACKAGING & DISSEMINATION

Success story booklets from Rajasthan & Maharashtra –
documenting journeys of beneficiaries

Position paper on CMAM –
helped draft a discussion paper 
on CMAM & RUTF for IMSAM 
network 

Nutrition Financing in India –
Paper has been accepted by 
Indian Journal of Sustainable 
Development for publication 

Photography Protocol 
(POSHAN-II) – has been 
developed for training of 
frontline workers 

Knowledge Products were disseminated with the departments of Health and Family Welfare, and Women and Child
Development in Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra and Rajasthan

VIA THE MEDIA

ICFJ Fellow, Mr. Amit Bhatt from DNA produced a series of articles on 
psychosocial intervention related to nutritional developments in 
children 



Terms Purpose / Activities Links

Communication - Increase visibility / profile of your 
organization

- Inform and explain activities
- Advertising: sell a brand / product

- Mode of action of Advocacy: used 
to promote an advocacy message 
in the media

Sensitization & 
Mobilization 

- Raise awareness of the situation
of an individual or a group

- Cause a change of mentality, 
behavior, practices

- Mode of action of Advocacy:
Mobilize the public in support of a 
advocacy objective

Lobbying - Direct influence of decision 
makers

- Private interests (historic)
- Behind the scenes, one to one 

(not public)

- Mode of action of Advocacy: Direct 
interaction, and Day to Day activities 
to obtain info or push a position

Fundraising - Raise funds to finance activities/ 
programmes/ the org.

- Private interest (by opposition to 
the beneficiaries interest)

- A successful advocacy can lead to 
more funds but funds is not 
necessarily the objective

Advocacy & related Concepts and Link with Advocacy



TECHNICAL

ADVOCACY

COMM

PROGRAMMES

- Capitalization
- Research
- Expertise

- Campaign
- Messages
- Visibility + 

pressure on 
leaders

- Field evidence 
(Identify 
problems and 
solutions)

- Follow up of 
implementation

Working Hand-in-Hand



Evidence-based advocacy – Success Factors

• Scientific evidence base 
• Good ANALYSIS of the context 
• Clear and specific objectives 
• Partnership and alliances : essential (with diverse actors: DM, 

academics, professionals) 
• Champions 
• Engage with the community
• Use traditional and new media
• Positive Framing



Find SOUND evidence related to your advocacy issue

• Prepare a list of the key data you will use, 

• Review  the data regularly, 

• source it, 

• understand it with the support from a technical colleague, 

• unpack it, disaggregate it etc. 

• Engage in dialogue with stakeholders to fully understand the: 

 decisions they make

 information they need 

 best way to present that information



Engaging Local Self-Governance for 
Malnutrition Free Panchayats – India example

Participation by 19 Sarpanchs
including 7 Female Sarpanchs in
the workshop on nutrition for
PRIs at Bundi

Media exposure visit to an
Aadarsh Gram (Matoonda) at
Bundi post the PRI Workshop on
Nutrition

Media Coverage of the exposure visit
made in the Aadarsh Gram at Bundi
district, Rajasthan

Support local governance mechanism as they advocate for supportive policies that addresses their
health and nutrition needs



Thank You 


